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'"TT'^iimphs of Perseverance, Mayflu-wer 

Sonnenschem) ; ^ Downey, suitable for older 

Himself^ (j ’c. Blaxford. pu ^.g charming books on animals, 

Does P.C. >‘"°"',^'xhey are^ delightful for readmg aloud to 
h?ne Natural Helpers, &c. The Victoria 

Nature's / ^elieht to our boy, for it is, as he says, 

""uhlry of England England and Our Kings and 
full of anecdotes. preliminary histories with pictures. 

Green’riw ^ »/ 

interesting. 


Yours truly, 

M. A. Rorert.s. 


March ']th, 1898 - 

thpr I must take exception to Miss Gwynne’^s 
MADAM, -As a motne children, and think it right to caution 

recommendations in book ^ placing Stevenson’s works in the 

other mothers of ttie u nothing against conventional 

hands of the very young. ^ 

morality, but his -phe most objectionable feature is the 

are not nice examples ^ j f^m an artistic point of view) puts 

horrible language J mother could read aloud scarcely 

st omitting every Cher word in sonre 

a chapter of St sufficient to show that, however 

T'^^hTe as literature they are not suitable for the young. 1 cannot also 

agrTwith Miss Gwy^ne’s indiscriminate praise of Mrs. Ewing’s works. 
Many of them are for the elders rather than for the children and labour 
undeH the same charge as Misunderstood, of being morbM and melarmholy 
pictures, which it is not fair to present to children. Kingsleys JVater 
Babies, charming as it is when he sticks to nature, has more or less veiled 
attacks on classes and creeds with which he did not sympathize, absolutely 
unnecessary in a child’s book, and rendering it objectionable to many 
parents. An edition with these passages expunged would render this 
charming children’s book generally acceptable. Is Miss Gywnne correct 
in attributing the discovery of steam power to the Engineer Stevenson 
(usually spelled Stephenson) ? The story is usually told of Watt. 

Yours truly, 

Dangteen, Petersfield. M. LANE. 

We feel sure that that lover of children, the author of Alice 
TVonderland^ has a niche to himself in every P.N.E.U. home, and that 
our readers will respond with pleasure to the invitation which follows- 
Will not the children themselves do something to show their gratitude to 

him who has given them Alice, perhaps their most cherished of all book- 
friends : — 

Dear Editor, It has been suggested that considerable weight would 
a tach to a favourable editorial note from you in your next issue concerning 
A ^^niorial is one that appeals, for various reasons, to 

author being obviously fitting to the child-lovink 

“"’"'“■is vur »ympathi« as benrf.tling ’M 
suffering poor children of the Metropolis. 
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In keeping a uve rne recollection of the gifted author of Alice in 
Wonderland, it is recognised that his great love for children would be 
best commemorated by alleviating their sufferings, and the Committee 
conhdently invite subscriptions from all those acquainted with “ Lewts 
Carroll ’’or with his b-oks, for the purpose of permanently endowing a 
j„ The Hospital for ^ck Children, Great Ormond Street, London^o be 
called The Alice in Wonderland Cot, for which a sum of One Thousand 
Pounds (ii 1.000) only is required. 

Hoping my application, made under the instructions of my committee 
will receive your approval Believe me, 


Yours very truly, 

^ Mary F. FaiLER, 

3,, Palace Court, W., Hon. Sec. L. C. Memorial. 

March 14/A, 1898. 

Subscriptions from i/- upwards may be sent to Mrs. Fuller. 


P.N.E.U. NOTES. 

Edited by Miss France.s Blogg, Sec., 28, Victoria Street, S.IV. 

To whom all Hon. Local Secs, are requested to send reports of all 
matters of interest connected with their branches, also 30 copies 
of any prospectuses or other papers they may print. 

NEW BRANCHES. 

The Executive Committee has been approached with a view to starting 
Branches in the following places : — 

Bradford. 

Manchester. 

Darlington. 

Colchester. — Hon. Sec., pro tern., Mrs. Powell, Gt. Bentley Vicarage. 
Nottingham. 

BlACKHEATH. t 3 • Uf 

Croydon. — Names may be sent pro tem., P. Rands, Esq., Brignty, 

Bensham Manor Road. 

Streatham. 

Beckenham. 

Carlisle. 

Oxford. 

Truro. 

Exeter. 

Taunton. 

Leamington. 

Leicester. 

Bournemouth. 

Dublin. 

Cardiff. 

York. 

I'ving i" 

"®nds_there, are asked to communicate with Miss B ogg. 

IX.-NO. 5. 
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Hon. Sec., Mrs. Franklin, q, Fembridge 


park and BaV-SWA;®*"^ ings).-The next lecture will be at five 
CaXl'V (“''“rrn' K«.Ca»»" Wllbe, force, D.D .wrU lec.ure 
o'clock, 00 0,,. wl.0 lo.e.h boa. 

‘‘”t. Tings both great and small . 

T Tear God who loveth us 
"'He iade and loveth all.” 

r dens W , Sir Samuel Montagu Bart., M.P., 
f ,, Kensington Palace Oara > handiwork lessons and French 

r ,h; Chair.-V«* To connection with Ibis Branch. Par- 

(improved Gouin system) ar h ^^^Hculars of the Cricket Club, which 
licubrs from the Hon. Sec. , ^ arranged for Mondays and Fridays 

commences play on May 2 • . Tuesdays and Thursdays 

from 4 30 till 7. g'tis _ to ,3, An experienced cricket 

from 5 to 6.30 P-m-> .. Natural History Chib Excursions see 

coach will be engaged.^ bor 

^""LThird meeting was held at Q, Honor Oak Road (by 
FOREST Hill Ih Saturday. March 26th, at 8 p.m. The 

kind permission of ^ and notwithstanding inclement weather 

chair was taken by J. ’attendance was up to the average. Dr. 

and the prevalen << Observation.” He shewed how the faculty 

d't:£tr itTtdSent upon the proper training of the special senses 
S the attention. The value of observation was illustrated by reference 
to ?he usefulness of being able to observe accurately our fellow-creatures 
and to diagnose their characters. The pleasures of observation we e 
illustrated by reference to the enjoyment derived from our standard literatui 
by the possessor of good observing powers. He also spoke of habit an 
attention, and exhibited diagrams which interested, instructed and amuse . 
He concluded by referring to the principles which should guide parents in 
the training of a child’s powers of observation. An interesting and 
well -sustained discussion followed, in which Mrs. Gray, Mr. Everett, Mr. 
Boeker, Mr. A. H. Browne, Mr. H. T. B. Jones and Mr. Elliman took part. 
The Honorary Secretary reported that the Branch showed signs of growth, 
six members having been added since the last meeting, and that all sub- 
scriptions were paid. Further, that Mrs. Gray had kindly undertaken the 
office of Branch Representative at the approaching Conference. 

Hasiings and Si. Leonards. — A n address was given on March 22nd, 
at 33, Marina (by kind permission of Mrs. Routh), by Mrs. Wilberforce, on 
Family Life,” Mrs. Harkness in the chair. Canon G. W. Daniell also 
gave an address to the members of this Branch on April 2nd, on “ Harmful 

hffects of some Modern Cures for Shyness,” at Cleveland, Dane Road (by 
kind nermissinn nf v . .. . . On 


ind permission of Mrs. Murray); Mr. Andrew Murray in the chair.— 0 " 
Friday, May 20th, at M= - ’ • - - • a 


1 . -I ''V’ "" fiddeman’s studio (by her kind permission) 

n Pr" Webb, M.B., on “Neurotic Children, 

meet 'ToT l Blackwdl. 

meetings of this Branch until the autumn. 


There will be no more 


o ...auk,., until the autumn. 

keading Branch.— /> at p u m * ? u - j ^7 a Dn March 

ith thefinAii....f T-'v.ft.t/. Natural History Club . — un 

ure o the winter season was given to some 50 mem c > 
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lecture was Ihe Awakening of Spring.-' Mr. T'ufnail illusUated his 
subject with numerous large diagrams, very clear and well coloured^ He 
began by dealing with the seed in spring-time, shewing some of natur^.' 
wonderful rnetho s of seed-planting, e.g., the geranium seed with its 
corkscrew-hke tnanner of imbedding itself in the earth. He went on to 
3bow how carefully germination is retarded until the right time forsprouTng 
comes. Ihe use of hairs and grooves on seeds, of the root cap Ld roo^ 
hairs in young plants, of contracting roots, toothed roots, bending of the 
young shoots in their upward growth through the surface of the soil, seed 
leaves m their different forms, the meaning of the different positions of 
buds and their various coverings, were among the points with which the 
lecturer dealt. He spoke also of the reasons for the predominating yellow 
colour of spring flowers, of the acclimatization of plants and of the work 
of the March winds in bringing up the sap to the young twigs and thus 
stimulating the opening of the buds. After the lecture the audience looked 
at several specimens of growing seeds which Mr. Tufnail had brought with 
him, and which he explained more fully to those whose interest had been 
aroused by his most interesting lecture. — The first “country walk” was 
arranged for Saturday, April 2nd, Mr. Wing kindly consenting to conduct 
the party to a chalk pit in the Warren, Caversham. 


Sheffield.— The fourth meeting of the session was held on March i6th, 
at the Girls’ High School, when Miss Simpson, of Yorkshire College, Leeds, 
gave a delightful lecture to children, on “ Seeds and Seedlings.” A small 
charge for admission was made to non-members of the Union, which almost 
covered the expenses of the lecture.- On the 29th of March, the members 
were invited to the High School for Girls by Mrs. Woodhouse, when Mr. 
Stafford Webber recited scenes from “ The Merchant of Venice ” to a large 
audience. Very great regret is felt by this Branch at the approaching 
departure of Mrs. Woodhouse from Sheffield. She has been a warm sup- 
porter of the Union ever since its formation, and her sympathy and practical 
help have been ungrudgingly given upon all occasions. 

Bolton. — A meeting was held (by kind permission of the Council) in 
the High School for Girls, on Monday evening, March 21st, 1898. when 
^^rs. Steinthal gave her most delightful lecture on ” Brush Painting ” 
About 50 were present, including a good many elementary teachers, and 
^|1 thoroughly enjoyed and appreciated the evening. Mr. Ernest Knowles 
kindly took the chair, and a vote of thanks was proposed to Mrs. Steinthal 
^ Mr. Matthews, Head Master of the Grammar School, and seconded by 
tss Dymond, Head Mistress of the High School. 

^I^^ENHEad. — O n Tuesday, February 22nd, Rev. H. H. Moore kindly 
^ok Miss Mason’s place and spoke on the ‘‘ Irue Basis of a Rational 
^^ucation.” His lecture was greatly appreciated by all who were present. 

Tuesday, March 8th, an excellent paper was read by Dr. Alice Ker, 
^^li * health in the Nursery.” On both occasions a lively discussion 
Owed the lecture, and many questions were asked, 
in We had a very pleasant meeting of the Branch on March 25th, 

Lecture Hall of the Ladies’ Council of Education, Albion Street, and 
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cfine- address on “ Habit.” In pointing 

interesting habits, she lain 


^ ^^^gave an “"Children regular habits, she laid great 

re two kinds of ” habits”_(i) conscious; 
out the gre P (here we arithmetic should 

Stress “P° In illustration of ^ gj^^uld be taught to know 

u^'done entirely by rote, and th learning its tables; but 

‘“'r/;!;:; Xu«ing .i,e aoo« sh„u,a a 

/ . (2) “ habits iiKc 

become entirely , „£ this session took place on March 14th. 

GWSGOW.- The I"' kind permission of Mrs. I-rame). There 
at II, Great Western lerrace t y j^^g^est to an address 

r,a. a (sir ,l,e Study of Nature.” deiiyered by Mr Ale, 

on “ Educational Tgjgrring briefly to the present tendency to take 

Somerville, M.A., F.L.b. development of bone and muscle at the risk of 
too great an interest in m lecturer spoke of some of the many 

neglecting that of ^ shells, butterflies, birds, seaweed, 

departments of living n Ughens. Each division was illustrated by 

wild flowers, j^dge net, he explained the method of use, and 

specimens. Exhibiti g captured Crustacea have 

showed a jar ot sea ^ beautiful butterflies were shown and a 

been kept j I ^ personal observation of the gradual metamor- 

SoSTwenty "iue caterpillars into beautiful tortoiseshell butterflies^ 
M.r,°<l»isitelJ mounted specimens of wild flowers were also shown, and 
,T SimpLed upon us that the Creator's works may be studied ,n a .e;y 
ridrSeW In eonclnsion, the lectuter pointed out how «»o«l teachrng ,s 
easily conveyed in studying natural history. He instanced-(i) the Alpine 
willol, whose trunk, entirely concealed underground, fulfils its function 
without outward show ; (2) the mountain saxifrage, whose character is 
developed by difficulty, and which as it seeds cannot ripen on the misty 
mountain tops, sheds a bud ready to take root as soon as it falls , (3) t e 
seed which does or does not germinate according to its surroundings ; (4) 
the fallen leaf whose place is never exactly filled on the branch ; and (5) 
man himself, who, in many capacities (sight, hearing, smell, swiftness, 
sustained effort) is surpassed by the lower animals. At the close, an 
opportunity was kindly afforded for nearer inspection of the many beauti u 
and valuable specimens from Mr. Somerville’s collections, and all present 
joined in a very hearty vote of thanks to him. 

Enfield. — The inaugural meeting of this Branch was held on March 
at “Carisbrooke” (by kind permission of Mrs. McEwan). Mrs. Franklin spo e 
of the principles and objects of the Union, and Miss Blogg gave an accoun 
of the various organisations of the Society and the practical working 0 ^ 
Branch. The chair was taken by Alex. Devine, Esq., of Clayesmore Schoo . 

wenty-seven ladies and gentlemen gave in their names as members at t e 
cone usion of the meeting. Mrs. Smee has kindly consented to act as sec 
reiary for the present. Dr. Schofield kindly consented to address thi 
branch m April, and Miss Webb, M.B., has promised a lecture in May- 
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“ Education is an atmosphere, a discipline, a life.” 








By M. Carta Sturge. 

Part I. 

One of the earliest efforts called out in the training of 
children is to try to gain their attention. The infant is not 
many months old before the mother or nurse tries to get it to 
attend now to this thing, now to that, pointing out the pussy, 
the dog, the things passing in the street, constantly making 
an effort by one means or another to awaken the child’s 
intelligence and increase its mental vitality. Now, in so 
doing the nurse is acting unconsciously on a truly scientific 
principle, for the mental movements of attention, focusing 
the mind now on this thing and now on that, are as necessary 
for the healthy development of the mind as the movements of 
the muscles in walking or running, jumping or climbing, are 
for the proper development of the body. Activity is the 
great sign and note of life; where there is life there is activity, 
^nd the higher the organism, the greater the development of 
life, the greater will be the activity by which it manifests 
itself, and activity is essential to a high vitality. Now, the 
highest development of life in our w'orld that we know is the 
human mind, and here, therefore, we should naturally expect 
to find activity in the highest degree. 

It used to be supposed that the mind was to be regar e 
a passive thing, which received knowledge from t e 
experience given through the senses as passively as a mirro 
•■^fleets whatever passes before it. We now know that this 
a wholly wrong conception of the mind. If we do compare 


